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SUBJECT: JAMAICA STAND ON HUMAN RIGHTS AT VIII OASGA 

REFERENCE: STATE 103851 

WE HAVE NO REASON TO THINK JAMAICA WILL ADOPT POSITION 
EXPRESSED BY AMBASSADORS OF EL SALVADOR AND PARAGUAY 
ON APRIL 14. ON THE CONTRARY. THE JAMAICANS HAVE STRESSED 
THEIR COMMITMENT TO THE PROMOTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
REPEATEDLY. THEY FREQUENTLY REITERATE THE VIEW, HOWEVER, 

THAT POLITICAL RIGHTS TEND TO BECOME MEANINGLESS IF SUCH 
BASIC NEEDS AS FOOD, CLOTHING AND SHELTER GO UNMET. 

THIS, HOWEVER, REFLECTS THE PREOCCUPATION OF THE JAMAICANS 
WITH THE POSSIBLE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES OF THE 
COUNTRY'S PRESENT ECONOMIC DISTRESS RATHER THAN ANY 
DILUTION OF THEIR COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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